
                                                             
1   This medium-sized touring show would have its premiere at the county‘s main Shire 
Hall Gallery in the centre of the county-town of Stafford, from 25th October – 16th 
November 2016.  Organised by the Haywood Society, with organisational support by 
the Staffordshire Libraries & Arts Service and the Museum of Cannock Chase, and 
funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  This show has since continued to tour widely 
to local libraries and town museums.  At summer 2018 it continues to tour. 
2   From 1960 through to the early 1970s Tolkien spent many holidays with his son, who 
lived at 104 Hartshill Road, at the top end of Stoke town in the city of Stoke-on-Trent.  
His son had lived there from 1957, arriving just a few years before his father retired as a 
university lecturer in 1959.  We know, from Tolkien‘s surviving published letters, that 
the senior Tolkien spent the summer of 1960 in Stoke with his son, and many summer 
holidays thereafter.  We also know from his letters that he spent winter holidays here, in 
the early 1970s. Today Northcote House, 104 Hartshill Road, Stoke-on-Trent, has 
become a young children‘s day-nursery.  The senior Tolkien knew the war poet Major 
Alan Rook, a former student who then lived nearby in Sir Oswald Mosley‘s former 
house at Wootton near Ellastone, in the moorlands of North Staffordshire. One then 
has to wonder if the ‗Major‘ at ‗Wootton‘ may have lent their names to the late Tolkien 
story ―Smith of Wootton Major‖ (written 1965, published 1967), a tale which is set in a 
very similar country house.  
3   This town is one that, together with its abutting neighbour Stoke-on-Trent, forms a 
district commonly referred to as ‗The Potteries‘ or ‗The Staffordshire Potteries‘.  The 



                                                                                                                                                
name refers to the well-known manufacture of pottery in the district.  Despite 
widespread misconceptions, North Staffordshire is not and never has been in ‗the 
North‘ of England.  It is part of the West Midlands. 
4   Hannah Reynolds, map titled ―J.R.R. Tolkien‘s Staffordshire 1915-1918‖, made for 
the touring exhibition J.R.R. Tolkien & Staffordshire 1915-1918: A Literary Landscape, 
which opened at the county gallery on 25th October 1916.  Her map covers all the 
known Staffordshire locations for Tolkien, with sketches and dates, with these centred 
around an outline map of wartime Cannock Chase in mid Staffordshire.  I presume that 
the Newcastle-under-Lyme dates on the map must come from unpublished local 
research by David Robbie, a key organiser for the exhibition.  My thanks to Robbie for 
making this information available via the exhibition. 
5   A full account of the history of the local volunteer forces can be found in: Andrew 
Thornton, The Territorial Force in Staffordshire, 1908-1915, University of Birmingham PhD 
thesis, Centre for First World War Studies, 2004.  This offers one vivid insight into the 
supportive mood in the town of Lichfield, which Tolkien would have encountered 
when on local leave from Whittington Heath in 1915.  One young soldier in training 
wrote: ―I think Tamworth people are a miserable lot. Since we have been in this country 
[mid Staffordshire] have not received a single thing, not even a Herald [newspaper from 
them]. I don‘t know what we should have done if it wasn‘t for the Lichfield people. 
They are sending something almost every week from Lichfield towns-folk. They send 
books and papers and footballs, mouth organs etc.‖ — from Corporal S. Norton, letter 
dated 11th April 1915, quoted by Thornton on page 134 of his PhD. 
6   The earthworks of that range are located near the foot of Ravenscliffe, just over the 
northern border of the city of Stoke-on-Trent.  They are now hidden away in a small 
dark and pathless wood that has grown up above them, at the south end of Bathpool 
Park.  If anyone wishes to experience or film in a ‗Mirkwood‘, that is the place! 





                                                             
7   Michael Walsh, Brothers in War, Ebury Press, 2006, page 109. 
8   Basic training also included the making of trenches and their drill, and map-reading. 
9   I refer to what Tolkien biographers refer to as the ‗Council of Lichfield‘, in which the 
TCBS met up at Dr. Johnson‘s house in Lichfield and then repaired to the George 
Hotel, Lichfield, Saturday 25th to Sunday 26th September 1915.  For more details see: 
John Garth, Tolkien and The Great War: The Threshold Of Middle-earth, 2005. 
10   I must take it as read that the dates for Newcastle-under-Lyme on the 2016 map for 
J.R.R. Tolkien & Staffordshire 1915-1918: A Literary Landscape are correct. 



                                                             
11   Jonathan Boff, ―Military structures and ranks. The British army in 1914‖, 29th Jan 
2014, British Library website ‗The War Machine‘, at https://www.bl.uk/world-war-
one/articles/military-structures-and-ranks 
12   John Garth, Tolkien and The Great War: The Threshold of Middle-earth, 2005, page 94. 
13   Humphrey Carpenter (Ed.), The Letters of J.R.R. Tolkien, 2014, Page 54. 



                                                             
14   For the documentary Latin evidence that the hill-fort was indeed Wulfhere‘s — 
probably serving as a fortified summer hunting palace which also usefully deterred any 
summer raiding-bands from slipping across the nearby Welsh border, see: ―A few 
jottings on some Staffordshire Camps, North Staffordshire Naturalists’ Field Club, Annual 
Report and Transactions, 1892. 



                                                             
15   Bede, Ecclesiastical History of England.  I believe I may be the first to suggest this, and 
have not found it noted elsewhere. 



                                                             
16   The association with rifles had been of long-standing.  In Newcastle-under-Lyme the 
Rifle Volunteers were replaced by the Territorial Force in 1907. By 1908 the Barracks 
was home to G Company of the 5th North Staffordshire Regiment, and remained so at 
the outbreak of the war in 1914.  For a wider study of the rifle volunteers movement 
see: Ian F. W. Beckett, Riflemen Form: A Study of the Rifle Volunteer Movement 1859-1908, 
Pen & Sword Military, 2007. As the very real threat of socialism grew, by 1914 there 
were also many less-official rifle clubs in England, such as those of the Empire League 
of Freedom. 



                                                             
17   Bruce Watson (Ed.), Gooch of Spalding, Memoirs of Edward Henry Gooch 1885-1962: 
Presented by His Grandson, Bruce Watson, 2010, Kindle ebook edition.  Unpaginated.  Also 
available in paperback from iUniverse, at 2018. 
 



                                                             
18   There is a circa 1909 picture of a Staffordshire Yeomanry Camp on the adjacent 
Keele Park, but that is probably not the Butts. 
19    The nearby Keele University Special Collections and Archives holds the ‗Sneyds of 
Keele Hall collection‘ (Ref code: GB 172 S).  This includes a ―1877 Plan, land at the 
Butts, a rifle-range near or on Westlands farm, Newcastle-under-Lyme.‖ 
20   Alan MacDonald, “A Lack of Offensive Spirit?”: The 46th (North Midland) Division at 
Gommecourt, 1st July 1916, Iona Books, 2008, page 9. 



                                                             
21   Richard Ault, ―‗Potters forever‘ the cry on North Staffs‘ bloodiest day‖, The Sentinel 
newspaper, 10th October 2017. 



                                                             
22   The side-by-side tracking at maps.nls.uk is obviously slightly ―off‖. 



                                                             
23   An excellent scholarly accompaniment to such a trip would be: Tom Shippey, 
―Tolkien and the West Midlands: The Roots of Romance‖, in Roots and Branches: Selected 
Papers on Tolkien, Walking Tree, 2007. 
24   Newcastle-under-Lyme Lib Dems, ―Protect Thistleberry‘s Green Spaces‖, 2015. 
25   For millennia Mow Cop‘s ancient hilltop quarry produced the best grit millstones in 
Europe, some of which have been found by archaeologists to date back to the Iron Age. 
26   I have a chapter which tracks the route in my book Strange Country: Sir Gawain in the 
moorlands of North Staffordshire, Burslem Books, 2018. 
27   J.R.R. Tolkien and E.V. Gordon, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, Oxford University 
Press, 1925. 



                                                             
28   Carpenter, page 35.  1907 was the likely date of the encounter.  
29   Sir Israel Gollancz, Pearl, an English poem of the 14th century, David Nutt, 1891, pages 
xliv - xlvi.  In Tolkien‘s edition of Gawain of 1925 he commented on the dialect, and 
subtly corrected this suggestion from Gollancz. Tolkien and E.V. Gordon leaned 
toward Lancashire rather than Cheshire as the home of the copyist, thus: ―on the whole 
the evidence points to south Lancashire rather than Cheshire as the home of the dialect. 
[…] written at Hales in south-west Lancashire, not many years earlier than 1413.  This 



                                                                                                                                                
resemblance, however, only goes to show that the dialect of the copyist was of Hales in 
south-west Lancashire.‖ 
30   See, for example: R. J. Menner, ―Sir Gawain and the Green Knight and the West 
Midland‖, PMLA, Vol. 37, No. 3, September 1922, pages 503-526.  This is a lengthy 
and sustained attack on the suggestion of the East Midlands.  Note that for scholars 
‗Midlands‘ did not then have the same borders as today, and in the minds of the dialect 
scholars could include places as far apart as Northumbria and Flintshire. 
31  Robert Morris had suggested ―Cheshire or Staffordshire as the probable locality‖ for 
the writing of The Pearl, in his Early English Alliterative Poems in the West-Midland Dialect of 
the Fourteenth Century (1864), but a few lines later quickly discounted it in favour of 
Lancashire.  His reasoning was that Lancashire had more Norse terms in it, but this was 
decisively shown to be spurious by 1912.  On this last point see: Hartley 
Bateson, Patience, Manchester University Press, 1912, page 38. 
32   The Cumberland suggestion was from Sir Frederic Madden, who published the first 
modern edition of the poem in 1839. The Place Names of Cumberland later firmly 
discounted his theory in 1951: ―[in this new edition] misconceptions have been cleared 
up: thus Grune Ho and Point (the chapell of Grune in a document of 1664) contains a form 
of the word groyne, and consequently cannot be identified (as it was by Madden) with the 
Green Chapel in the poem Sir Gawain and the Green Knight‖ — K.R. Brooks in The 
Modern Language Review, 1951, Vol. 46, No. 3/4 (July-October 1951), page 471. 
Reviewing Armstrong et al, The Place-Names of Cumberland, Cambridge University Press, 
1950 edition. 



                                                             
33   Bertram Colgrave, letter in Antiquity, September 1938. 



                                                             
34   The disaster at Loos (25th Sept – 8th Oct 1915) was not then known on the Home 
Front.  News of Loos only reached the Home Front in a despatch from Sir John 
French‘s headquarters, which was published in The Times on 2nd November 1915.  
Historians state this was the first really bad news heard on the Home Front, about a 
large offensive. 
35   To be found in print in The Book of Lost Tales 1, at the end of ―V. The Coming of the 
Elves‖.  Christopher Tolkien states there that: ―according to notes on these it was 
written in an army camp near Lichfield on September 12th, 1915. It was never, to my 
knowledge, printed.‖  David Giraudeau‘s A New Q(u)enya Lexicon (Parma Eldalamberon 
12) refers the word Aryador to both Areandor and Areanóre and states... ―a mountainous 
district, the abode of the Shadow Folk.‖ 



                                                             
36   As well as musketry and drill (marching, fitness, bearing and discipline), the two 
other key skills involved in basic training for new recruits in 1914-15 were map-reading 
and entrenching (making trenches within the regulation time of three hours, and making 
fox-holes).  Learning map-reading must necessarily have meant practical field exercises 
which moved beyond the camp itself, and which forced men to learn to use and consult 
their compass and other skills.  A search of first-hand memories of First World War 
training finds examples of night-marches used in basic training in: Norfolk in 1914; near 
Brighton in 1914; and on the moors near Sheffield in early 1915. 
37   John Barnatt, ―Digging for victory at Burbage‖, ACID: Archaeology and Conservation 
and Derbyshire, No. 13, January 2016, pages 20-12. 



                                                             
38 J.S. Ryan, ―The Origin of the Name Wetwang‖, Amon Hen No. 63, August 1983, page 

13. 




