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Wide and undetermined profpefls are as pleafing to the fancy, s (peculations of
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PR OXPE CT

FROM

BAR ROW HI1ILL &

OCESTER is a neat little village, about five
R miles to the north of 'Uttoxeter, in Stalford-

fhire; ftuated among rich and beautiful
meadows, in a valley between two rivers, called the
Dove and the Churnet; the former of thefle palling
by the eallern fide of the town, at the diltance of
a quarter of a mile, and the latter by the wellern,
not farther from it than two hundred yards.

From




3 A profpeét from Barrow Hill.

From hence you are conduéted by an excellent
turnpike-road (which goes through this place to
Afhborn in the Peak) to a high fituation imme-
diately beyond the town.-----This alpiring emi-
nence, on your near approach to it's top, excites
the idea of a valt pyramid, erefled in the centre
of a magnificent amphitheatre of hills, with defign
to afford the eye of the fpefator as perfeét a land-

fcape, as can be found within the circuit of an °

ifland, on which nature has lavifhed all her charms.

The bafe of this hill is fome miles in circumfe-
rence, and projects itlelf in fuch a manner that
the whole adjacent plain appears to be divided
into a number of fpacious valleys, which wander
feveral ways, with a moft pleafing irregularity,
a;“nung the hills that are the dillant boundaries of
this very extenfive area. It's defcent is equally
fudden every way from the top to the bottom, fo

that



A profpe@ from Barrow Hill 9

that the two rivers are feen with peculiar ad-
vantage from the [ame point of view ; fometimes
nearer to you in their meanders through the ver-
dant lawn, fometimes more remote, but ftemingly
confined to no particular channels; o mazy, fo
various are the forms in which they glide along.

The hills every where rife from the margin of
the vales, one behind another, in fuccellive ranges,
their different flopes having all the beautiful ine-
qualities that nature or art can produce. Each
hill lifis it's fmooth or fhaggy head above the other
with proud fuperiority, guarding the ample plain
with an high-furrounding azure rampart ----The
whole fcene is delicately chequered with groves,
corn-fields, and paflure-ground, whole verdure ac-
quires at each diftance a fre(h diverfity of tints that
affe@ the eye with exquifite delight. '

B The
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10 A profpeét from Barrow Hill,

The entrance of the valley towards the north is
bounded on the left by fleep flupendous moun-
tains, called Weever-hills.----Thefe are entirely na-
ked and undivided from their fummits downwards,

for fome miles; but their lower parts are adorned
" with every improvement that agriculture can beftow
upon them-----[pacious enclofures appropriated to
the cultivation of different kinds of grain; fertile
fields grazed by numerous flocks and herds; all
interfperfed with fpruce cottages, fmall clumps of
fir-trees, broken rocks, and woody declivities.

Nor is the right hand-fide lefs fwelling and ele-
vated, though it by no means prefentsyou with fo
formidable an afpect, as it principally confifts of
little chearful villages, well-cultivated farms and
meadows, beautifully interfeled by fhady hedge-
TOWS.

The




A profpeét from Barrow Hill. 11

The obje@ that firt attradts the eye is a well
finithed fMlone-bridge conflifting of four arches over
the river Dove, in the road between two vil-
lages that now appear in view. They are called
Ellafton and Norbury. The tower-fleeple of the
former embellifhes the fcene before us: the facred
edifice lands on a rifing ground near the entrance
of a deep irriguous dale, cloathed on both fides
with bufhes and low trees, which caufe a finely
wild variety, Norbury is diftinguifhed by a vene-
rable Gothic church, and an handfome parfonage-
houfe, fituated on a romantic hill, from whence
there is a prolpect inferior only to that which is
the fubje@ of the prefent defcription.

What moft engages the attention next, is Cal-
wich, the feat of Mr. Dews, a clergyman. It lies
deep in the peaceful fecurity of a fweet vale, upon
the flowery borders of the river Dove, almoft direc-

B2 ly
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12 A profpeét from Barrow Hill.

ly under Norbury; fo that an exchange of each others
moft f{iriking beauties is_produced by this lovely
vicinity. — But this part of the landlcape is fo
richly embellilhed with woed, water and architec-
ture, and contains fuch a variety, that it is im-
poflible to fet it outin all it's charming colours.

As you purfue your view Rill further up the
valley, the profpedt appears greatly enriched by
the plealant village of Mathfield and it's neat pa-
rifh church, together with the fair feat of Thomas
Ley, Elquire. This view is terminated at the dil-
tance of nine miles by the mountains of the Peak,
towering one above another in grotefque fhapes,
‘till their blye fummits are confounded in the
clouds, of which themfelves often appear to be a
part. — At the foot of thefe, Afhborn {pire-
fleeple prefents itfelf to charming advantage ; but
the town cannot be feen by reafon of it's firwation
behind one of the hills.

Thele
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A profpeéd from Barrow Hill. 13

Thele huge malles of earth being flrongly im-
pregnated with limeflone, the torrents that de-
{cend from them in rainy feafuns have the happiell
effeét on the foil, which imbibes their fertilizing
qualities. Hence the whole vale over which the eye
now expatiates, receives a vigour that cannot be
impaired, and a verdure that will never fade, fo
long as the river Dove continues to flow threcugh
this country of perpetual [pring — where

* Full handed plenty revels in each lawn.”

Among other things which add beauty to the
profpect, we mult not omit Alverton-callle, nowin
ruins, but once the magnificent abode of the re-
fpeflable family of Verdon, it's founder. After
the intervention of . four miles of urneven country,
watered by the- Churnet, this monument of an-
tiquity offers itfelf to our view. It is fituated on

: the
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the top of an high rocky precipice, to the Weft,

a little on the left hand of Weever-hills.  Suill

above this caflle, on the fame declivity, ftands

| alarge flony building, named Bailey-hill, which,

' from it's abrupt, and airy flation, feems to have
been erefied for a place of llrength, and obfer-
vation. DBeflides thefe artificial objeéls, the eye
now furveys two extenfive tradls of land, called
Hollington-heath and Stubwood. The hilly parts
of thefe uncultivated places, prefent themlelves
in fine fable ranges, producing a very agreeable
contrafl with the lively fcenes below.

Direclly under you, at an immenfe depth, lies a
little hamlet, known by the name of Denlflon.
Looking downwards you delcry it's ruflic houfes
| foftly embofomed in tufted bloffoms of pear and
r-E,-eI'I apple trees. The whole has a pretty effel, but
- every thing appears in miniature, agreeable to
that
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that law of nature which ordains that objedls fhall
be apparently leflened as their diltance increafes.

Upon turning round to the South, you inflantly
command a profpedl down a delicious green vale
of great extent, guarded on every fide by high
hills, either nodding with wood, waving with
corn, or covered with cattle. — But the fpectator
is not confined within the limits of this beautiful
plain. The eye penetrates into Shropfhire, and
has a diftant view of the Wrekin, with the coun-
try, out of which rifes that celebrated hill.

The church and town of Rocefter are feated at
your feet. You overlook a thouland flowery fields,

enlivened with lowing herds, and bleating flocks.
‘The Dove and Churnet glide through them in
fportive meanders; or tumble headlong in cal-
cades, that fill the air with pleafing founds. By
and by they join their filver flreams, and become

one

% o



16 4 profpeét from Barrow Hill

one rapid river. — In this channel it goes boil-
ing along with a mighty noife, 'till it comes to a
fleep, where, (through a villa of flender trees,)
you again behold it in it's impetuous fall. Then
you hear it's gentler murmurs, and fee the limpid
firecam {hining in diflant parts.of the vale, and at
laft retiring from the fight, afier having reflefted

in it's pure bolom, all that can enrich or beautify
a country.

On the right, at the diftance of a mile and an
half, appears an handlome edifice compofed of
brick and [llone, the reflidence of Thomas Baim-
brigge, Efquire, who has lately given it the name
of Wood-feat. This houfe is built on the fide of
a gentle hill, which is adorned with fingle (hady
trees, and fcreened from the northern winds by a
plantation of flourifhing evergrecns.

Oppolite




A profpect from Barrow Hill. 17

Oppofite to Wood-feat are achain of hills not on-
ly finely indented, but crowned for near two miles
together with a fpreading foliage of [lately oaks,
Underneath their embowering fhades [lands Eaton-
hall, a venerable old pile, now going to ruin: yet
thefe, ruins flill retain fome features of magnifi-
cence, and command that relpect which is due to
the remains of antiquity,

Agreeable objedls flill multiply vpon the fight.
The next in order is Crakemarfh, the feat of the
Reverend Dodtor Cotton, about thrce miles be-
low you, in the middle of the plain. This fpot
bas many natural beauties, and is likewile fet off
by {ome artificial ones, particularly a canal ter-
minated by a bhandlome Chinele bridge, with a
fall of water founding wunder it. — But there is
an. objet on the borders of thefe decorations
which deflerves particular Notice. A little more

C than




18 A profped from Barrow Hill.

than a quarter of a mile to the right of the houlfe,
a conical hill rears it’s head, on the top of which
is fixed a circular plantation of tall Scotch fir-
trees: thefe are placed at equal diftances from
each other, and their clofely compadted branches
are fo exallly of an height, that they altogether
afford the ftrongeft refemblance imaginable, of a
wide-fpreading fable canopy, fupported by ffty
or fixty beautiful Corinthian pillars of jet black
marble; all proportioned with maflerly fkill.
The lalt faint rays of a wellern fun flreaming
through thefe intervals, occafion a moft pleafing
and uncommon effect.

At the length of a few hundred yards beyond
Crakemarfh, a lovely rivulet fhoots flraight acrofs
the mead, with fuch fearful fpeed and complaint,
that one would imagine it to be making it’s efcape
from fome confinement or opprellion. The Dove,

moved
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moved by the lamentations of the defencelels
nymph, firetches out his paternal arm to receive
her into his embraces; and adopts her into his
family of waters as his youngefl-born, —

Direflly facing you, at the diflance of five miles,
is the market-town of Urttoxeter, feated on an
eminence which'rifes out of the wide-extended vale.
A finer obelilk cannot be imagined than it's well-
fhaped fpire-fleeple, mounting gracefully above
the houfes of the town.

The profpect is terminated by the umbrageous
tops of Bagot's Woods and Needwood Forelt, back-
ed by the fine hills of Cannock-heath, which
make their appearance over a ridge of lofty land,
about a mile beyond Uttoxeter, called the High-
wood, on whofe fummit is confpicuoufly placed
a large antient houfe, fhaded by a clump of tall

Ca2 trees.




20 A profpeit from Barrow Hill.

trees. — This range of hill, which runs from Eaft
to Weft, fhews Loxley-park to the right, but does -
not preferve it’s height towards the left more than
half a mile, before it makes a gradual defcent to-
wards the plain, which is here confined by two
oppofite hills. The intervening fpace opens a
frefh view of the wild banks of Needwood, a moft
beautiful outline ! excelling all that can be formed
by the painter's {kill, or poet’s fancy. — It ought
to be obferved, as the laft recommendation of the
hill which affords thefe enchanting profpedls, that
the two landlcapes now delineated, are entirely fe-
cluded from each other, and no where to be
feen together, but from this happy fituation. —
The whole fcene certainly comprehends every
thing that is requifite to the compolfition of a
perfe&t piclure, and the words of a very eminent
writer may with great propriety be applied to Bar-
row-Hill,

“ With
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“ With the woman one loves, with the friend of
one's heart, and a good fludy of books, one might
pafs whole ages here, and think it a day."”

D. A.

Uttoxeter, Srfgﬂ' dfhire, jfmf 25, 1777 |
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A .
POETICAL ADDRESS
TO

BARROW HILL

FAR from the fcenes of luxury and pride,
Health in my train, and freedom by my fide,

On your enchanting heights I feem to ftand,
And view the wonders of the happy land.
The laughing morn, the gales that round me blow,
New life, new vigour on my frame beftow.
The wvenerable oaks before me rife,
And tow'ring hills that bear th' incumbent fkies,
O'er verdant vales my fancy wings her fight,
And diftant Needwood ftrikes the ravith'd fight.
Here glitt'ring fpires in airy ftate afcend,
There ruins nod, and vaulted arches bend.
Waves the gay flow'ret here it’s bluthing head,
There wand'ring ftreams their glafly furface fpread;
While Dove’s loud accents fill the founding fhore,
And vocal rocks reverberate the roar.

Adieu, O fav'rite hill! O happy fields!
To whom Parnaffus bows, and Tempe yields.

J. CLOWES.

—
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